[Management of febrile infants under 3 years old].
Fever is a common symptom in young infants. However, it is often difficult to differentiate young children with severe bacterial infections (SBI) from those with benign febrile illnesses. Clinical, biological and radiological criteria, alone or combined, do not allow to identify with precision young infants with SBI. Simple criteria--including medical history, clinical and hematological evaluation (the "Rochester criteria")--have been proposed by North American clinicians to identify young febrile children at low risk of SBI. These criteria have been validated on large numbers of children in various countries. Their application in different clinical situation is discussed in this article.